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We Need You in Our Schools

School Survey Results

It was time to pay it forward
After many years in the 
insurance business, I 
decided that I needed to 
do something for others, 
to pay it forward, so to 
speak.
 
Since I have always 
enjoyed working with 
children, I decided to 
apply for a part-time 

tutoring position with the Education Coalition.  I’m now in my 
4th year and it has been an incredible experience.  I can certainly 
say that there have been moments fi lled with joy, challenge, 
grace, and yes, frustration.
 
It is such a wonderful experience seeing the joy on a young 
person’s face when fi nishing a project which has been assigned 
and doing well on that project.  It is equally as rewarding to be 
able to help a young person whose confi dence is shattered, when 
things don’t turn out as well as expected, to let them know they 
are cared about no matter what happens and that you, the tutor, 
will not give up on them.
 
Last week, after a particularly diffi cult session, one of “my” kids 
turned to me and said, “I will not give up”.  My reply was, “That 
is great, I will not give up either”.  Isn’t that what we all want, 
for someone to believe in us and to care for us no matter what 
happens?  The greatest gift to any young person is to care about 
them unconditionally.

After 6 years of work the Education Coalition board felt it was time 
to check in with our community partners to determine if needs are 
being met and if new issues have emerged.  

While local educators were an integral part of the development of 
our programming, times have changed.  Regulations created by No 
Child Left Behind have put new pressures on our students, teachers 
and schools, pressures that did not exist when we were fi rst formed. 

As a result, we recently conducted a survey of Asheville City and 
Buncombe County school staff.   We were overwhelmed by the 
response - 575 people (mainly teachers) took the survey (77% from 
the County and 23% the City). 

What did they say?
Since more than half of the survey respondents were not directly 
familiar with our services, many of the suggestions were re-
affi rmations of things we already do, or that we have identifi ed as 
critical next steps for the long-term success of our programs. 

· We need everyone’s help - they want more tutors, mentors 
and general volunteers.  And they want help getting families 
involved. 

· Tutor/Mentor qualifi cations – they want to know who will be 
working with their kids and their qualifi cations.

· Training – they want to help us craft trainings that relate to the 
guidelines schools go by. 

· Enhanced communication -  they want our help to 
communicate even more with the tutors and mentors – to help 
the volunteer and to learn how the child is responding.

· Signs of improvement/measurement – setting goals on 
behavioral/academic improvement benchmarks.

· Prioritizing services OUTSIDE the school day whenever 
possible.  

· Among the “new” information were requests for tutors and 
mentors trained in math and science. 

I hope the lessons take but that’s the thing about doing this kind 
of work; most of the time we’ll never see the end result of our 
time spent with the kids BUT it is so very important that we are 
there to help and that we never, ever give up.  Come join us in our 
journey!

Jewell Sluder 
Graduate of North Buncombe High School

I’ve had the opportunity to work with 
teachers and staff across the district and 
currently as an Assistant Principal at 
Asheville Middle School.  So I know fi rst 
hand that our teachers and staff do a great 
job working to ensure that our students 
are successful in school.   But some of 
our students need more than just what a 

teacher can give.  That is where you can come in. 

We need our community supporting the efforts of our teachers. 
Our area is full of people with incredible skills and resources and we 
need volunteers to share those skills and resources with our children. 
Please take the time to tutor or mentor a child. It really makes a 
difference. When our students are successful in school they bring 
that success home, to our neighborhoods, and to our whole 
community.  Think about it...

Travis Durham, Assistant Principal AMS
Graduate of Reynolds High School (and K-8 Asheville City Schools)

teacher can give.  That is where you can come in. 
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The Book Drive is Back! 
Donate all of your old books and support the 
work of the Education Coalition & Biblioworks.  
We will be in front of Earthfare (Westgate) on  

May 12 from 10-4.  Stop on by!

We Need Volunteers to help us 
hold a party in honor of our:

Students  Families  Teachers
Tutors  Mentors 

Tuesday April 24th

setup 12-4, party 5:30-8pm 
Stephens Lee

Volunteers can help us with 
setup during the day or with serving food and 

other tasks during the event. 
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?Survey (cont.) So what comes next? 
Some suggestions made by educators were already being 
developed, several are easy fi xes, but some will take a fair 
amount of planning. 

Over the course of this year we will convene a variety 
of school and community leaders to help us to refi ne our 
already successful program into one that can accomplish 
even more.  

We’ll let you know how things have progressed in our 
upcoming issues.  And of course - we’ll let you know how 
you can get involved.  

Donna Pierce’s Last Request 
(as the Education Coalition’s Development Director)
It has been 2 years since the Sisters of Mercy Foundation awarded us 
monies to hire a Development Director.  What a gift it was.  Through 
their generosity we were able to hire Donna Pierce who developed a 
strong fundraising infrastructure for our organization.  

Donna will be leaving us to lead a capital campaign for the Mill Center 
for the Arts in Hendersonville.  While we will miss Donna, she leaves 
behind a legacy that will benefi t our children for years to come.  This 
includes the creation of our incredible signature event: the Playground 
Classic which in only two years has doubled in size. 

And so here is Donna’s Last Request: Use the enclosed envelope to 
continue (or begin) your fi nancial support for the children of served by 
the Education Coalition.  And of course become a volunteer this fall to 
experience that one on one connection with a child for yourself.  

call Elisabeth at 252-5936 to volunteer.  

“I’ve been working with “Martin” for 2 
years. His enthusiasm, motivation, respect 
and understanding have progressed by 
leaps and bounds.  Although he still 
struggles with reading, his focus and effort 
during our time together is excellent and 

he takes pride in the fact that he can read, regardless of the 
level.  This pride is why I believe that he will continue to 
progress.”   - Cory Phinneron 2nd year tutor

“As we are heading towards 
our fourth year of tutoring, we 
are amazed at the growth of 
the students we have had the 
pleasure to serve. Seeing 43  
kids per week for the last 3 ½ 
years, we see such maturity, 
compassion and bonding. And 
it seems our tutoring has established an area of comfort, 
safety and confi dence. We have seen our kids go from non- 
readers to readers, non-speakers to bubbly personalities, and 
from low self esteem to believing in themselves. Looking at 
the pictures that grace the ABEC walls, we can only smile at 
the then and now, knowing that none of “our children” have 
been left behind. To quote fourth grader Cesar, “the best part 
of my day is coming to see you two!”. What better job could 
there ever be?”    - Ariel Harris and Jamal Jabali, 3rd year 
tutors at Sandhill Venable Elementary School.  

“This year the women of The Links 
have started mentoring a new group of 
young ladies from Asheville and Valley 
Springs Middle Schools.  Even though 
we’ve just begun to get to know these 
girls, their teachers have told us that they 
are seeing great changes in their attitudes 
toward school and each other.”  - Helen 

Edington, The Links Inc. - lifelong mentor and former 
educator. 

Relationships
“I’ve been working with “Martin” for 2 
years. His enthusiasm, motivation, respect 
and understanding have progressed by 
leaps and bounds.  Although he still 
struggles with reading, his focus and effort 
during our time together is excellent and 

he takes pride in the fact that he can read, regardless of the 

have started mentoring a new group of 
young ladies from Asheville and Valley 
Springs Middle Schools.  Even though 
we’ve just begun to get to know these 
girls, their teachers have told us that they 
are seeing great changes in their attitudes 
toward school and each other.”  -



Our Mission
The Education Coalition is a community-
wide collaboration to provide mentoring, 
tutoring, and support services that will 
eliminate achievement gaps and help all 
Asheville City and Buncombe County public 
school students graduate.

Virgil Smith, Chair, At-Large 
John Legerton, Vice Chair, At-Large
Barry Kampe, Treasurer, At Large  
Victor Burgin, Success Through 
Education and Prevention (S.T.E.P.)
Dr. Sandra Byrd, University of NC 
Asheville
Tammy Capps, Children First
Paula Church, Teacher/Asheville 
City Schools
Maxine Cleveland, Assistant 
Principal/Buncombe County Schools
Isaac Coleman, At-Large 
Anderson Davis, Partners Unlimited
Tom Dechant, AB Technical College
Michael Dougherty, Western 
Carolina University

Change a child’s life. Become a Mentor. Become a Tutor. Call 252-5936 to get involved. 

Asheville Buncombe Education Coalition
PO Box 1265
Asheville NC 28802
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Helen Edington, The Links, Inc.
Lisa-Gaye Hall, Asheville City Schools 
Foundation
Charlie Glazener, At-Large Board Member
Pat Griffi n, Hillcrest Enrichment
Mark Jeffrey, Salvation Army Boys and Girls 
Club of Buncombe County
Allen Johnson, Asheville City Schools
Deb Morris, Mars Hill College
Robin Myer, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
WNC
Barbara Parker, Buncombe County Schools
Catherine Peck, YWCA of Asheville
Amy Rickman, Asheville Parks and 
Recreation
Jennifer Svenstrup, YMCA of WNC
Cynthia Sellinger, Principal/Asheville City 
Schools
Carolyn Wallace, Warren Wilson College
Bob Washel, Buncombe County Schools 
Foundation
Shirley Whitesides, Delta House Life 
Development of Asheville, Inc.

Robbie Williams, One Youth At A Time
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Contact Staff
Debbie Mowrey, Executive Director
236-1228    dmowreyabec@bellsouth.net

Kiki Alimonos, Program Coordinator 
236-2042    kalimonosabec@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Bocklet, Marketing Coordinator
252-5936    ebockletabec@bellsouth.net

Fax: 828-236-2066      
www.abeducationcoalition.org


