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Two experiences you can’t afford to miss.

September 2005

Become a SUPERHERO

What would it do to your
day to have a child look
up, see you, and give you a
smile like this?

Be a Kid, For a Kid.

When was the last time you...
* had to build a paper airplane that could actually fly?

* drove a remote control school bus through a course?

» competed in a relay race...while trying to keep stuff
upright on a lunch tray?

We’ve heard time and
time again from our tutors

and mentors that they are constantly surprised, Well if your answer is too long (or never) then you

humbled, challenged, and rewarded by their
experiences with the children they work with.

You can have this experience too! We are currently
seeking mentors and tutors to work with our kids.

Mentors work with kids one hour a week, tutors 2 times
a week for an hour each session. We’ll provide training
and you’ll have support from the staff of the member
agency that you are placed with as well as that of the
Education Coalition.

Read about mentoring on page 2, and dowload

an application on our website: www.
abeducationcoalition.org (click on How Can I Help/
Tutors and Mentors)

What an Honor

We are proud to tell you that we are one of nine
organizations selected for three NC Center for
Non-Profits Stewardship Awards. The awards are
given to organizations that exemplify the standards
of excellence that the Center promotes. We are
proud that our collective efforts are being recognized
statewide. Recipients will be announced at their
October 6th Conference.

MUST come to our first annual Playground Classic on
October 20 from 3-6 at Blue Ridge Motion Pictures.

This is an adult-only event designed to raise awareness,
friends and funds for the work of the Asheville-Buncombe
Education Coalition and our 20 member agencies.

Now, if having fun isn’t enough to get your attention
we’ve got some treats for the ADULT in you.

* Celebrity players, including elected and civic leaders,
will be available to
play with sponsoring
businesses.

* Enjoy items from the
drink cart and tasty foods.

* Great visibility for your
business.

* An opportunity to win

some great prizes and go
home with a goodie bag.

Interested? Call Donna at
236-5995 for a registration form or go to our website for
more information.



Welcome Western Carolina
University and AB Technical
Community College

At a recent meeting, the Board of Directors unanimously
approved full membership for both of these institutions.
Both AB Tech and Western were a part of early discussions
that formed the Education Coalition and everyone is pleased
to see those relationships come full circle. Students and
faculty at these schools will learn more about the work

of the coalition and have opportunities to join the efforts
themselves.

Check out our newly
revamped website

www.abeducationcoalition.org

The site really gives the reader a sense of the heart of our
work...and it is practical. Potential volunteers can download
applications and current ones can get valuable tips to work
with their kids. Parents can learn the best contact to call at
their school to obtain Education Coalition services. And the
schools and our member agencies will be able to download
forms they need to keep this effort running smoothly.

Check it out today...and let us know if you’ve got a good idea
for us to consider putting on the site.

The Show is on the Road

There’s nothing like seeing the faces of our students, tutors
and mentors in action to tell the story of our work. And since
we couldn’t very well tote them out to every meeting with

a civic group or foundation, we decided to do the next best
thing - develop a video to take on the road.

If you haven’t seen it already we can tell you this - it’s
informative and funny. You get the sense that this work is
serious and important but that we must (and do) have fun
while we are doing it.

Invite us to your business, civic group, faith community
and we’ll tell our story and show it there or check out the
Education Channel (16).

Also, we must give a BIG thank you to the
people who took time to tell the story of this work on the
video. And to David Bonyun of Broad Reach Video who
filmed and edited the piece until it was just right.

What Does Mentoring

Look Like?

“I think I'd like to be a
mentor, but I don 't know
what 1’d do with a child for
all that time.”

How many times have those
words come to your mind
when you’ve heard about
the need for mentors in our
community?

A Warren Wilson College student
and his “little” through the Big
Brother Big Sister program.

Don’t worry, you are not alone. Many people feel this way.
There’s nothing like the eyes of a child looking straight at you
to terrify even the most confident among us.

But we’re here to tell you that it’s okay to be nervous and
still commit to this experience. Here are just some of the
things mentors do with their kids in the one hour a week,
supervised, sessions through the Education Coalition:

* Teach each other how
to play an instrument.

e Tackle homework.

* Play a game——chess,
checkers, crossword
puzzles, hangman!

* Learn about budgeting.

» Read/talk about articles
in the newspaper
/magazines.

* Eat lunch together.

Contact Staff

Maggie Smith, Executive Director
236-1228
msmithabec@bellsouth.net

Torie Leslie, Program Coordinator
236-2042
tleslieabec@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Bocklet, Communication and
Outreach Director

252-5936

ebockletabec@bellsouth.net

Donna Pierce, Development Director
236-5995
donnapabec@bellsouth.net

Fax: 828-236-2066
www.abeducationcoalition.org
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Thank You to Our 2004-2005
Circle of Friends

We couldn’t do this work without the financial and in-kind sup-
port of these people. If you’d like to see YOUR name on this list,

contact Donna Pierce at 236-5995.

Cum Laude ($1,000 and higher)

William Barton Boyer
Anne M. and Nat Burkhardt = Donna Pierce
William A.V. Cecil Nathan Ramsey

Adelaide Daniels Key Cherry and Paul Saenger
Irv Deibert Pamela Turner
David Gantt Teresa and Ted Van Duyn

Patsy Keever

Deans List ($500 - $999)

Phillip Broughton and David Smith
Patricia and Bill Kuehl

Raymond and Sue McClinton
Virgil L. Smith

High Honors ($100 - $499) Honors (up to $99)

David Bailey Elisabeth Bocklet
Kathleen Ballard Lillian Butler
Robert Bell, Jr. Tammy Capps
Steven Brandt Eric Cardella
Glenda and Bob Burgin Paula Church
Sandra P. Byrd Isaac Coleman
Peter Caulfield Anderson Davis
Mary R. Cecil Helen Edington
James Edmonds Charlie Glazener
Alice Hart Keela Grant
Leah Karpen Annie Harrison
William P. Massey Allen E. Johnson
Deb Morris Holly Jones
Robin Myer John Legerton
Bettie O’Brien Torie Leslie
Cary Owen Amy Rickman

Barbara Parker Jean Riederer

Jesse G. Ray, Jr. Cynthia Sellinger

Maggie Smith Frances Thigpen

Albert Sneed, Jr. Jim Torbin

Douglas Wilson Michael R. Washel
Shirely W. Whitesides
Laura Williams
Robbie Williams

Businesses

Square D. Company High Honors

Pepsi Cola Bottling Co. Cum Laude

Kim McGuire and Jim Samsel

Thank you Kim McGuirel

Everyone in this town,
especially in the land of
nonprofits, knows Kim
McGuire. During her tenure
as Program Director of the
Community Foundation
of WNC, and now as an
independent consultant,
Kim helped many good
organizations to become
even better.

Kim McGuire (top right)
with some of our other
board members

The Education Coalition

has been fortunate to have Kim as a board
member, friend and as a mentor to a child since
our inception. She was one of the community
leaders involved in early discussions. She

stuck through the long hard meetings that every
organization has during its formation and she’s
been able to be a part of our growing success.

Kim has decided to take a break from her role on
the board but she will continue as a committee
member and as a mentor.

So while Kim is not gone from our efforts we
did want to acknowledge her fine leadership
throughout the years.

It's with the power of your
support that we can serve
children in our community as
well as we do.




PO Box 1265

.and in life.
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Our Mission

The Education Coalition is a
community-wide collaboration to
provide mentoring, tutoring, and support
services that will eliminate achievement
gaps and help all Asheville City and
Buncombe County public school
students graduate.

Virgil Smith, Chair—At-Large
Board Member

Kim McGuire, Vice Chair—At-
Large Board Member

David Bailey, Secretary—At-Large
Board Member

Kathi Ballard, Treasurer—
Asheville City Schools Foundation

Lillian Butler, Hillcrest
Enrichment

Dr. Sandra Byrd, University of
NC Asheville

Tammy Capps, Children First

Our Board of Directors

Eric Cardella, Salvation Army
Boys and Girls Club of Buncombe
County

Asheville Buncombe Education Coalition

Asheville NC 28802

Paula Church, Teacher/Asheville City
Schools

Maxine Cleveland, Principal/Buncombe
County Schools

Isaac Coleman, At-Large Board Member
Anderson Davis, Partners Unlimited
Tom Dechant, AB Technical College

Michael Dougherty, Western Carolina
University

Helen Edington, The Links, Inc.

Charlie Glazener, At-Large Board
Member

Richard Greene, Buncombe County
School Board

Michelle Grant, Success Through
Education and Prevention (S.T.E.P.)

Allen Johnson, Asheville City Schools

Adelaide Daniels Key, At-Large Board
Member

John Legerton, At-Large Board
Member

Deb Morris, Mars Hill College

Robin Myer, Big Brother Big Sister of
WNC

Change a child’s life. Become a Mentor. Become a Tutor. Call 252-5936 to get involved.

Bettie O’Brien, Buncombe County Child
Care Services

Barbara Parker, Buncombe County
Schools

Amy Rickman, Asheville Parks and
Recreation

Jean Riederer, YMCA of WNC
Cynthia Sellinger, Principal/Asheville
City Schools

Carolyn Wallace, Warren Wilson
College

Bob Washel, Buncombe County Schools
Foundation

Shirley Whitesides, Delta House Life
Development of Asheville, Inc.

Laura Williams, YWCA of Asheville
Robbie Williams, One Youth At A Time

TBA, Teacher/Buncombe County
Schools

TBA, Asheville City School Board

United Way

Funded Program :

United ()

Way




